
P a g e  | 1 
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who contribute to the well-being of their community, state, nation, and world. 

 

 

CRN 2813-ENGL 401-01 
Shakespeare 

Fall 2025, AB 305, TR 11:00-12:15 PM 
face-to-face 

 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Instructor:  Dr. Scott O’Neil  

Title:  Assistant Professor of English 

Office:  AB 317 

Phone:  I definitely have a campus extension.  I definitely do not know what it it, haha. 

Office Hours:  MWF, 10am-11am and 12pm-2pm; TR, 12:30pm-2:30pm   

E-mail:  scott.oneil@glenville.edu  

Expected Response Time: I will generally respond to emails within 24 hours, other than during breaks  

and weekends. Please check the syllabus first to see if the answers you seek have already been  

given to you.  J   

Other Pertinent Information: From time to time, I will ask you to view clips hosted on the class page  

on my professional website.   

The link is: www.therenaivalist.com/shakespeare   

The password is RobertArmin  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Catalog Description: Study of representative Shakespearean histories, comedies, tragedies, and 
romances, within the context of the English Renaissance.   
 
Credit Hours: 3 

Co-requisites: Not applicable  

Prerequisites: ENGL 101, ENGL 102, and ENGL 293. 

 

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:   

The student will: 

1. Interpret through written analysis and research English and American literature in terms of the 
respective historical, social, and economic background of the various periods and movements 
(NCTE 1). 

2. Produce written and oral interpretation of literature that adheres to accepted principles of 
scholarly practice and integrity (NCTE 4). 

http://www.therenaivalist.com/shakespeare
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NATIONAL STANDARDS 
The following National Council of Teachers of English/Council for the Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation (NCTE/CAEP) standard applies to this course. 
ELA Content Knowledge (Standard 2): Candidates apply and demonstrate knowledge and theoretical 
perspectives, including antiracist/antibias ELA, pertaining to texts, composition, language, and 
languaging. 

o Component 2.1: Candidates apply and 
demonstrate knowledge and theoretical 
perspectives about a variety of literary 
and informational texts – e.g., young 
adult, classic, contemporary, and media 
– that represents a range of world 
literatures, historical traditions, genres, 
cultures, and lived experiences. 

o Component 2.2: Candidates apply and 
demonstrate knowledge and theoretical 
perspectives of the relationships among 
form, audience, context, and purpose by 
composing and critically curating a range of 
texts (e.g., print, digital, media). 

o Component 2.3: Candidates apply and 
demonstrate knowledge and theoretical 
perspectives of language and languaging, 
including language acquisition, 
conventions, dialect, grammar systems, and 
the impact of languages on society as they 
relate to various rhetorical situations (e.g., 
journalism, social media, popular culture) 
and audiences 
 
 

Course Content: 

Shakespeare doesn’t have to be intimidating. In this course, we will explore six of Shakespeare’s 
plays from a performance point of view, including an emphasis on Shakespearean film.  Instead 
of looking for some “universal” meaning, we will approach the plays based on what they can 
mean. In so doing, we will consider the many different ways to “do Shakespeare” and gain a 
better sense as to why his plays still seem so relevant more than 400 years after his death. 

 

 
BRIGHTSPACE INFORMATION: 
Course Access and Navigation: If you need assistance with Brightspace, please contact the GSU Help 
Desk at 304-462-6145. 
Server Unavailability or Other Technical Difficulties: 

• From time to time you may have issues with Brightspace; to resolve those issues check the Help 
link within Brightspace, You may also call the help Glenville help desk at 304-462-6145 between 
8:00 am and 4:00 pm Eastern (GMT – 4:00). Help after hours and over the weekend, please call 
304-293-5192. 



P a g e  | 3 
 

Glenville State University prepares and inspires students to be thoughtful, productive, engaged, and responsible citizens 
who contribute to the well-being of their community, state, nation, and world. 

 

• Contact the Office of Technology for support with Brightspace, passwords, email, EdNet, and 
campus systems by calling 304-462-6140 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Eastern (GMT – 4:00) 
on regular U.S. work days. 
 

Privacy Policy:   
Note that Glenville State University complies with the HLC policies regarding distance education 
including those related to student authentication. Each student enrolled in a distance education course is 
assigned a secure login and password and must use this to register for and access the distance education 
course.  Specific course and student information is not available to any outside users. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Texts: 

• Romeo and Juliet (Arden edition with the red cover) 
• Hamlet (Arden Performance edition with the black cover) 
• Much Ado About Nothing (Folger digital edition) 
• The Tempest (Folger digital edition) 
• King Lear (Folger digital edition) 
• A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Folger digital edition) 
• One blank marble notebook 

 
 
 
Methods of Evaluation: 
 

Method of evaluation  Weight or Points Possible 
1. Weekly Reading Quizzes  15% 
2. Commonplace Book  15% 
3. Short Responses (4 total)  20% 
4. Final Project Proposal  10% 
5. Final Project Narrative  10% 
6. Final Performance Project/Paper  25% 
7. Shakespeare Meme  5% 

 
 
PLEASE only submit assignments in either .docx or .pdf file formats.  Google Docs hates me.  I 
don’t know why.  It loves to tell me I don’t have “permission” to open files.   
 
1: Weekly Reading Quizzes- Every week, there will be a short quiz based on that week’s readings.   

The questions will never be “gotcha” or trick questions.  Do the reading, and these should be easy 
points. The reading for each day is listed below on the syllabus next to the appropriate dates; 
please read, annotate, and think about the reading before the start of class.  I would encourage you 
to bring notes or thoughts with you to facilitate discussion.  Quizzes will be open note, but not 
open book. 

 
In order for us to have fruitful class discussions, all students are expected to come to class willing 
and eager to engage with each other and the course material. Good discussion can come in many 
forms, but everyone should be prepared to ask anything (without hand-raising) and anyone can 
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answer.  Classroom discussions often can have one focus—the professor—but in the spirit of 
collaborative theater, I want us to be a community of multiple voices and conversations, so that 
we can all learn from each other. 

 
2: Commonplace Books- Keeping a “commonplace book” was a standard practice for many readers in  

the Renaissance. The idea of a commonplace book was to keep a store house of phrases both 
elegant and useful. In short, it is a notebook of short lines from a variety of texts that speak to you 
in some way.  Maybe they puzzle you. Maybe they inspire you. Maybe, as was the case once for a 
young Frank McCourt, a phrase just feels good rolling off of your tongue. I have asked you to 
acquire a blank marble notebook. During the semester, I want you to use that notebook to create 
your own commonplace book. You are required to add at least one phrase or sentence from each 
class meeting, but you are allowed to add more than one.  Beneath each line, I would ask you to 
include a short indication as to why the line was included, and some form of illumination. I will 
collect these commonplace books at three points during the semester and return them the 
following class meeting. Please avoid using red/pink/yellow/neon colors if at all possible. I am 
color blind, and have trouble with those colors.  They explode my eyes.  We don’t need that.  Just 
look at how gross that was in King Lear. 

 
3: Short Responses (4 total)- Short responses should be about two full pages in length (typed/double  

spaced).  Responses might expand on a class discussion; they might branch off and consider 
questions we did not have time to consider in class; they might consider a key image or passage 
that shapes your view of the work as a whole.  Each response should focus on specific passages 
(or in some cases, one work) read for the course.   

Because these responses are fairly short, you are not expected to fully develop and defend a 
complex thesis.  This is your chance to further explore something that confused you or intrigued 
you about the reading in question – in a focused way.  A good short response will lead to an 
interesting discussion in class. You will write four of these short responses over the course of the 
semester. There are four deadlines in the course calendar below.  Short responses should be 
turned in before we discuss that text in class (to avoid having repeats of class discussions).  At 
least one short response should be on one of the secondary texts, and at least one short 
response should be on one of the “movie night” full plays.  Please submit the short response on 
one of the “movie night” full plays/films as Short Response 4 (no set due date, as it will depend 
on which film you choose to write about). See Brightspace for some examples of “good” short 
responses from prior students. 

 

4: Final Project Proposal- The final project proposal is meant to be a way for me to offer early  
guidance on your intended final project, be it an academic paper or a performance project.  On  
Brightspace, you will find a form to download, complete, and submit.  Easy peasy. 
 

5: Final Project Narrative- The Final Project Narrative (FPN) is only required if you opt to do a  

performance project.  If you opt to do an academic paper, you need not include a narrative.  The 
FPN is a 2 to 4-page (double spaced) document that you will hand in with your performance 
project.  In the narrative, you have the space to explain your project.  In creative writing, a good 
tip is always “show it, don’t just tell us about it.”  In the project, you “show it.”  In the FPN, you 
tell us about it.  Think about it like a museum exhibit, where your project is the item on display 



P a g e  | 5 
 

Glenville State University prepares and inspires students to be thoughtful, productive, engaged, and responsible citizens 
who contribute to the well-being of their community, state, nation, and world. 

 

and the FPN is the placard that explains the important details about it. Basically, it lets you guide 
me through your project before I grade it. 

 
6: Final Performance Project/Paper- For your final project, you have one of two options.  You may,  

if you so choose, opt to write an 8-10 page academic paper where, like I do in my work, you do a 
critical analysis of some aspect of a play.  This option requires you to research and identify the 
academic conversation on that aspect of the play, after which you will join that conversation with 
your own arguments.  I highly encourage that students meet with me often during the writing 
process if they select this option.  I have high standards on these, and I am happy to mentor 
students who want to become better scholarly writers. 

 
The second option is a Performance Project. My instructions for this assignment are always, 
intentionally, somewhat vague. I want you to bring your own particular skill set to this 
assignment as you create a project that incorporates performance, the text, a bit of research, and a 
“wow factor” of some sort. In the past, students have interpreted this in a wide variety of ways, 
including: 

-Re-writing scenes from a play for a modern adaptation 

-Creating a white board animation of a key scene 

-Composing and placing musical numbers for a musical adaptation of a play 

-Creating a contemporary silent film production of a play 

-Etc etc etc 

We will have plenty of time as the semester progresses to figure out how you might fulfill this 
assignment. The key is to link what you already do well to the concepts we discuss in class.  See 
Brightspace for samples by former students. 

 
7: Shakespeare Meme- Y’all are the meme/TikTok generation.  I am the Shakespeare nerd who grew  

up playing The Oregon Trail.  At any point in the semester, submit a meme/TikTok connected in 
some way to Shakespeare and/or one of the plays we are reading this semester.  Your goal is to 
have some fun with it and make me laugh. 

 
 
 
Standard Grading Scale 

A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 
F = 00-59 

 

 

Weekly Schedule: 
 

Week Dates Assignment 
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1 

T: 8/19 Welcome, Introductions, Syllabus overview. What is Shakespeare and 
why is it a problem?  Asimov. Sealed with a Kiss.  IMDB challenge. 
Performance vs. Academic vs. Sycophantic Shakespeares 
 

R: 8/21 Romeo and Juliet Act 1.  Flip through/skim the COPIOUS material in 
the Arden introduction. 
 
Reading Quiz 1 
 

 
8/22/25 

 

 
Last day to drop classes without a W on the transcript. 

 
 
2 

T: 8/26 Romeo and Juliet Act 2 
 

R: 8/28 Romeo and Juliet Acts 3 and 4 
 
Reading Quiz 2 
 

 
9/1/25 

 

 
Labor Day. No classes; University closed. 

 
 
3 

T: 9/2 Romeo and Juliet Act 5.  Please also read the chapter and a half from 
Lady Romeo by Tanya Wojczuk (PDF on Brightspace) 

R: 9/4 Friars, Trials, and Jesuits. Intro to JSTOR research tool. No new pre-
class reading for today. 
 
Reading Quiz 3 
 

 
 
4 

T: 9/9 Hamlet Act 1.  Ghosts, Edwin Booth, and Film. 
 

R: 9/11 Hamlet Acts 2 and 3 
 
Reading Quiz 4 
 

 
 
5 

T: 9/16 Hamlet Act 4 
 

R: 9/18 Hamlet Act 5 
 
Reading Quiz 5 
 
First Collection of Commonplace Books 
 

 
 
 
 
6 

T: 9/23 [Rosh Hashanah] 
 
Hamlet—Staging madness, mothers, and vengeance. Bowdlerization 
(Gilligan, Schwarzeneggar, Asta Nielsen, etc).  No new reading for 
today. 
 
Short Response 1 Due 
 

R: 9/25 Much Ado About Nothing Act 1—Banter and playing the dozens. 
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Reading Quiz 6 
 

 
 
 
7 

T: 9/30 Much Ado About Nothing Act 2 and 3 
 

R: 10/2 [Yom Kippur] 
 
Much Ado About Nothing Acts 4 and 5 
 
Reading Quiz 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 

T: 10/7 Please read the short excerpt from Dame Harriet Walter’s book, Brutus 
and Other Heroines: Playing Shakespeare’s Roles for Women. 
 
Digital Humanities and Shakespeare. 
 
Possible guest speaker: Points Like a Man. 
 

R: 10/9 Dr. O’Neil is even older after today. 
 
The Tempest Acts 1 and 2 
 
Reading Quiz 8 
 
Final Project Proposal is due. 
 

 
10/10/25 

 

 
Fall Recess.  No classes; University open. 

 
 
 
9 

T: 10/14 The Tempest Acts 3 and 4 
 

R: 10/16 The Tempest Act 5 
 
Potential guest speaker (Jillian or Matt Duncan) 
 
Reading Quiz 9 
 
Second Collection of Commonplace Books 
 

 
 
 
 

10 

T: 10/21 [Diwali]  
 
The Tempest—Derek Jarman, Ariel/Prospero and gender, Ted Berrigan, 
Staging Magic and Monstrosity (digital magic clip), Costume Design 
(potential guest speaker)  
 
Short Response 2 Due 
 

R: 10/23 King Lear Act 1 
 
Reading Quiz 10 
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10/24/25 

 

 
Last day to drop classes with a W on the transcript. 

 
 

11 

T: 10/28 King Lear Acts 2 and 3 
 

R: 10/30 King Lear Act 4 
 
Reading Quiz 11 
 

 
 
 

12 

T: 11/4 King Lear Act 5 
 

R: 11/6 King Lear—Howl Howl, Too sad to stage, Gunpowder and Nahum Tate.  
Vanishing Fools and the conflation of staging vs. scholarship.  We Were 
Liars. 
 
Please read the excerpt from Antony Sher’s Year of the Mad King: The 
Lear Diaries (pdf on Brightspace). 
 
Reading Quiz 12 
 

 
 
 

13 

T: 11/11 [Veterans Day] 
 
Midsummer Act 1 
 

R: 11/13 Midsummer Act 2 
 
Reading Quiz 13 
 

 
 

14 

T: 11/18 Midsummer Act 3 and 4 
 

R: 11/20 Midsummer Act 5 
 
Reading Quiz 14 
 
Short Response 3 Due 
 

15  
11/24-28 

 

 
Thanksgiving Break. No classes; University open 11/24-26 

 
 
 
 

16 

T: 12/2 In class time to work on final performance projects/papers.  No new 
reading. 
 
Third and Final Collection of Commonplace Books 
 

R: 12/4 In class time to work on final performance projects/papers.  No new 
reading. 
 
Reading Quiz 15 
 
Final Performance Projects (including FPN), Final Papers, and 
absolute final deadline for Shakespeare Meme:  Friday, 12/5. 
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17  

12/8-13 
 

 
Final Exams 

 
Screenings:  
-Lear: James Earl Jones or King of Texas 
-Midsummer: 1935, Hytner, or Taymor 
-MAAN:  Waterston or Whedon 
-Tempest: Prison 
-R and J: West Side Story, Warm Bodies, or Private Romeo 
-Hamlet: Haider 

 
 
Make-Up Work Course Policy: 
 My make-up work policy is simple: Communication is key.  You can always talk to me.  Just do  

so before things spiral out of control.  If you need more time or have a lot going on, just let me  
know.  What you do not want to do is approach me weeks after the fact asking if you can still  
hand in assignments from ages ago. My flexibility is directly connected to your proactivity. 

 
 
Class Attendance Policy:  You are allowed 4 absences for any reason before it will begin to impact your 
overall grade. Each subsequent absence will result in a 3-point deduction from your final grade. If you 
cannot be present/complete assignments on schedule, please let me know or I will worry about you. 

 
Attendance is required for all classes. To comply with federal guidelines, students are expected to be 
present at all class sessions to be eligible for financial aid through Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 
1965. It may be necessary for the student to be absent from scheduled classes or laboratories for personal 
reasons. On such occasions, all matters related to a student’s absence are to be arranged between the 
student and the instructor, including making up missed work. The student is responsible for the academic 
consequences of any absences.   
 
Occasionally, students may be absent from scheduled classes to participate in officially sanctioned 
university activities (known as institutional absences). Instructors are obligated to respect institutional 
absences and may not penalize a student for such an absence if the student makes up any graded work 
missed due to the absence in a timely manner as determined by the instructor. An institutional absence 
does not change deadlines for submitting assignments, but the instructor will allow students to make up 
exams, quizzes, presentations, or any other course requirements that have an impact on the course grade 
conducted during the missed class(es). Students are responsible for all coursework missed due to absences 
and must initiate any request to make up coursework promptly, as stipulated by the instructor on their 
syllabi. he instructor is free to assign alternate, equivalent work for any in-class work a student missed 
due to an institutional absence. Instructor accommodations for requested make-up work must be 
reasonable and timely; such accommodations may be made prior or after the institutional absence at the 
discretion of the instructor. A list of students who are excused during a specific time period will be 
maintained by the Office of Academic Affairs and circulated to instructors.  

In addition, instructors may excuse absences due to extenuating circumstances beyond student control as 
if they were institutional absences. However, if an instructor chooses to excuse such absences, they must 
excuse them consistently for all students. Furthermore, at the instructor’s discretion, an instructor may 
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require the student to provide documentation of the circumstances leading to the absence and approve or 
deny the request for an excused absence based on said documentation. 

Students and instructors are obligated to adhere to the stated requirements of each course. An instructor’s 
attendance policy may not contradict institutional policy. 

 
Academic Integrity 
 
Don’t cheat.  The point of college is to think about things in a variety of ways.  Outsourcing that thinking 
to someone else (or to a gadget/AI) is basically spending a lot of money at a restaurant and having 
someone else eat your meal. I get that college is stressful. If you are in a crunch for time, stressed out, or 
otherwise tempted to cheat/plagiarize, just talk to me. I can extend a deadline.  I can’t un-plagiarize an 
assignment.  Remember—I want to see you do well and have a good intellectual experience.  
 
The use of artificial intelligence (AI) in each Glenville State University course is governed by the 
individual course syllabus.  Use of AI in this course outside acceptable AI use as defined by this course 
syllabus will constitute academic dishonesty.  Faculty use of tools and methods to detect violations of 
academic integrity, including but not limited to AI detection tools, is expressly permitted by Glenville 
State University policy. 

 
 

Unless otherwise specified, the use of Automated Writing Tools (including but not limited to 
chatGPT and other AI tools) is strictly prohibited in this course, even when properly attributed.  
The use of automated writing tools will be considered plagiarism and will be handled in accordance 
with university policy on academic dishonesty. 
 
 
ADA Students Statement 
It is the policy of Glenville State University to provide reasonable accommodations for qualified 
individuals with documented disabilities. This University will adhere to all applicable federal, state and 
local laws, regulations and guidelines regarding providing reasonable accommodations for affording 
equal educational opportunities. It is the student’s responsibility to provide documentation of a disability 
to Pioneer Support located on the third floor of the Robert F. Kidd Library, also available via email at 
Pioneer.Support@glenville.edu. The staff will assist students and faculty in arranging appropriate 
accommodations. This is in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
 
Course Evaluations 
Course evaluations will be available at the end of the course. Student feedback is important; as such, all 
students are expected to provide their candid and constructive feedback for all courses taken. 
 
University-wide Policies 
All university policies are in effect during this course for relevant policy and procedures in the classroom. 
 
Reserve Clause 
The instructor reserves the right to revise, alter, or amend this syllabus as necessary. Students will be 
notified in writing / e-mail of any such changes. Note also that the duties and obligations of Glenville 
State University may be modified or suspended immediately and without notice because of causes beyond 
Glenville’s reasonable control and occurring without its fault or negligence including, but not limited to, 
acts of God, fire, war, governmental action, terrorism, epidemic, pandemic, weather, national 
emergencies, or other threats to the safety of students, faculty, or staff. Such events may require the 
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university to alter the academic year schedule or provide alternate means of instruction, including 
distance or remote learning. 
 


